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Often times
I have hated
in self defense.
If I were stronger
I would not have
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RELIGION AND POLITICS
DO WE DISCUSS RELIGION AND POLITICS IN POLITE COMPANY?
Gilbert Keith Chesterton is a Christian writer from the turn of the last century. He lived in England and wrote many great essays, poems, short stories
(detective stories – The Father Brown Mysteries). He has few equals for range
and depth. I read an essay he wrote recently on the often heard injunction to
avoid discussing religion or politics in polite company. I don’t know about
you, but I hear this all the time. One of my friends from Facebook claims that
she never discusses religion or politics on line because they are too controversial.
Interesting, isn’t it? Have you heard this from your friends? Some will
maintain that discussing religion or politics is considered inappropriate. I
don’t remember anything ever being called inappropriate when I was grow-
ing up. Now lots of things are. It is OK to talk about sex, use coarse language,
talk about other people, and even to “lie” in polite society. However, it is
considered inappropriate to discuss religion or politics.
First, Chesterton points out the scripture, from Matthew 22:
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest command-
ment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Well, it looked to Chesterton, and to me, that any limitation on the discussion of religion and politics is restricting people from discussing the ramifications and particulars of the First or the Second great commandments. Therefore, the injunction to avoid discussing religion and politics is directly opposed to Jesus’ teaching on what is essential.
So, my suggestion is, politely ignore your offended friends. They are wrong
to ask you to avoid the most important commandments in scripture. I encourage us all to take the opportunity to explain to our friends why it is right
to discuss religion and politics and to give a reason for the faith you have in
Jesus Christ while doing so.
Here’s another factoid for you. According to the Declaration of Independ-
ence, our inalienable rights came from God. In fact, you may like to know
that of the 22 declarations mentioned, all were developed in great detail by
clergymen in the pulpits of Colonial churches before they were placed in the
Declaration of Independence and signed by the founders of our republic.
Enjoy the election season. Participate fully. You’ve a right and an obligation
to do so. A right given to you by God.
In His grip, Kevin Condon, State Chair
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KPMI SUMMER CONFERENCE
KPMI held its annual Summer Conference last month in Saint Louis. Six of our Colorado Kairos people attended —
Wayne Park (the representative of our Colorado Chapter), Steve Gabriel (former Chair of the KPMI Board of Directors
and then President of the International Council), Mary Sogan (a former representative of our Colorado Chapter), Pat
Mills (representing Kairos Outside), and Glenda and Kevin Condon. Kevin reports as follows:
It was hot. We kind of forget about humidity here in Colorado. The meeting was fun. We met lots of Kairos people and
most of them resemble our fellow volunteers here in purity and deep faith and commitment to Kairos. Glenda Gay and I
had studied the sessions and attended the second two days of the conference during which sessions were given that applied to State Chair duties. Pat Mills and Mary Sogan went to the Kairos Outside sessions. Wayne Park went to the international sessions, since he has been very active in beginning Kairos in Latin America. Glenda Gay reported her sessions
in some detail to the SC.*
I went to two sessions on the use of Donor, the software program that we use to record and report giving. I was impressed with the simplicity of the system. I’d heard that it was easy to use from Randy Weldon, the Sterling rep to State
Committee ,and from RuthMary Lyons. Every AC should be very careful about using Donor correctly. It will make your
lives much easier and allow us to participate in an annual audit without fear.
The worship experiences were wonderful. There was a memorial service for departed Kairos volunteers. Each of us
went up and picked up a rock to represent the volunteers who had gone home during the year. We built a small altar
and thanked God for their service and inspiration. Although the music was good, we didn’t learn any new songs, just
variations on the ones we sing here, mainly.
KPMI is searching for a new CEO. It is a time of transition. Please pray for KPMI that we get a good leader for our
challenging times.
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
* Editor’s note: Among other things, Glenda attended a session on Women’s Kairos Inside and the making of “Her
Voice Behind Bars,” the video recently produced within DWCF by our DWCF team. The video was well received and
attendees at the workshop took home a copy. Glenda was surprised that everyone didn’t get a copy in the registration
bag. You can see the video at

http://www.mykairos.org/news.html

REMAINING 2012 EVENTS
LEADER

INFO CONTACT

3rd Sundays, 6:00 pm

LA VISTA WOMEN’S REUNIONS

Sara Igyarto

3nd Sundays, 12:30 pm

HUDSON REUNIONS

Peter Kufeke

11-14 October

TERRITORIAL #53

21 October

STATE COMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE

Kevin Condon

25-28 October

DELTA #42

Terry Hastings

Bill Bennett

1-4 November

HUDSON #2

Randy Borden

Mark Boreen

1-4 November

RIFLE #15

Ryan Pritchett

Tyne Bush

1-4 November

STERLING WEST #29

George Holling

Mark Cook

29 Nov—2 Dec

DENVER #18

Susan Moore

Glenda Condon

Don Ferguson

Jim Carter

For planning purposes, the 2013 Colorado session of AKT
will probably be held 17-19 May in the Denver area.
Contact is Glenda Condon
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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CLERGY CORNER: COMINGS AND GOINGS
Kairos ministry, like many others, is full of comings and goings. Teams for coming weekends have been formed, bringing together both experienced members and newbies, who will soon be going inside to meet a batch of inmate newbies
along with an inside team of old friends.
It's like that. We newbies, both from the outside and from the inside, come into the weekend not really knowing what
to expect. By Sunday, though, we have been touched by the Holy Spirit and had our eyes opened by and to God's love.
The reality is that we really don't want the weekend to end. We long to stay on that "high" -- to "abide" in the love of
Christ -- for as long as possible. It is for us as it was for Peter, James, and John (the "usual suspects" in the Gospels) on
the Mount of the Transfiguration. Peter offered to build three shelters (more literally, "tabernacles," "booths," or sukkahs)
for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah so they could prolong that mountaintop experience; we would like to do the same, but we
can't.
For us, there is the promise of the monthly reunions to reinforce the bonds formed at the weekend. For those on the
inside, the echoes of the Kairos weekend and the new alliances they have formed with their Christian brothers or sisters
help to transform their lives.
We on the outside can't fully understand life on the inside. We discover early on that while the ghastly things we hear
about in the news do happen, God has used us to help plant glimmers of light and hope in an otherwise dark and desolate place. We may never know what impact we have made in there, but we do have the privilege of witnessing the
work of the Holy Spirit both at the weekends and from month to month at the reunions.
All that brings me to something that has been on my mind since a recent reunion. One of the inmates from my first
Kairos weekend has been talking about his release for quite a while now. He was turned down last year, but he took the
disappointment quite well and he succeeded a few months ago. He is now poised to enter a transitional program as soon
as a bed opens. I am thrilled for him -- he is one who "got it" at our weekend together, and he has become a leader within
the Kairos inside community -- and I am also saddened that I won't see him to hear how he's doing.
I pray for him, and for all of our "alumni" as they leave the odd stability of prison life. I know that the outside world
won't always be as welcoming as it should, and my prayer is that they will make connections and decisions that will
bring them health and wholeness on the outside.
I will miss my inside friend. I suspect that each of us has a similar story to tell, but each of us needs to remember that
this ministry is so much bigger than any one inmate or any one team member. God sends us in to bring His love to everyone on the inside (including, in their own way, the prison staff). We each need to be reminded (frequently, I fear) that
it's not about us. This ministry is entirely about God's abiding love for all of His children, and especially for the "least
and the lost." To borrow from St. Francis, we are made "instruments of [God's] peace."
Blessings,
Bill Kindel+

STATE COMMITTEE HAS NEW VICE CHAIR AND CLERGY
Randy Weldon, state representative from the Sterling Advisory Council, recently accepted the offer of the Chair to be
nominated for Vice Chairman of the State Committee, and Chaplain Joy Maly, of the DW team, accepted the offer to fill
the vacant Clergy position on the SC. Election took place by email and both were elected.
Randy will help with the administration of the state committee. Joy will team with Bill Kindel in things spiritual and
clerical. Thank you, Randy and Joy.
Joy introduces herself in an article on the next page.

HELP WANTED!
The state committee is seeking a social networking intern to work with us
in taking a lot of what we do onto the web, using Facebook and a blog.
Great opportunity for anyone who wants a career in digital media and social networking.
Call Kevin Condon 303-906-4532.
Salary, nope. Training, priceless.
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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NEW CLERGY
Hello! Hello! Hello! Allow me to introduce myself. I am Joy Maly and I have been selected to be one of the Clergy representatives for the State of Colorado. You may not know me so I thought I would share a few things about myself.
I began my 4th day following a Cursillo weekend in 1999 and believe this was one of the tools that led me to Prison
Ministry.
I have experienced being on several Epiphany teams at the Youth Offender Services located in Pueblo. I have also
worked with residents who have been transitioned out of prison into halfway houses. I now believe this is the season I
am to be with Kairos only. One of my favorite verses that I often share is from I Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things
through Him who strengthens me.” This has been a constant guide for me to draw me closer to the Lord.
My introduction to Kairos was a closing at Territorial. I was so impressed by the testimonies I heard and how the residents learned about God’s forgiveness and love. They now realized they didn’t have to live in their past, they are not
alone, and they are forgiven for their sins. Of course, I wanted to sign up right away. My first team weekend was CW#36
at Cañon City and I have not stopped. Facing the unknown, the resident’s learn that Kairos is about God’s love. Even
though they may often feel unworthy, they begin to realize that God says “You are worth it to Me.” Sometimes I have to
pinch myself when I realize that because of God’s love for me, He chose me for Prison Ministry so that others can know
Him through me. I feel truly blessed!
I have also volunteered at Brush, but mostly I am with Denver Women’s Correctional Facility. Actually, I have been
there from the beginning -- DWCF #1. I thank God for this opportunity that I can share not only my story, but be able to
share with the residents the hope they can receive with God’s love and forgiveness. I am currently on the Advisory
Council at DWCF and had the opportunity to be involved in the promotional video for women, which was recently completed this year at DWCF.
I am very honored to be selected to be on the State Committee. I know that there are many challenges awaiting me.
With God’s strength and wisdom, I pray to be a witness for Him and to help make Kairos in Colorado an even more po-
tent tool by bringing the love of Christ to those who need Him so desperately.
I hope to bring the lessons of life that I have learned into this special role, such as no mistake we make is beyond God’s
forgiveness, we are never alone, and we are all His children. Yes, my sisters and brothers in Christ, let us move forward
in the Kairos ministry, remembering God is good all the time; all the time God is good!
In God’s love,
Chaplain Joy Maly

“You can do two things that most people cannot resist — love them and serve them.
People want to be loved, and if you serve them without being obnoxious and overbearing,
they will appreciate that.
Loving and serving is a ministry,
and you do not need special gifts to do it.”
Walter Henrichsen
(This sounds like Kairos?)

TERRITORIAL RESUMES PROGRAM
    After a six months hiatus due to situations within the inmate team, the Territorial program has now been restarted, beginning with the Monthly Reunion on 9 September, and then with Kairos #53 on 11-14 October. The program has been
dormant since February, with the April 4-day postponed 6 months.
The team looks forward to working with the newly assigned Volunteer Coordinator, Lt Linda Worthen, and with Father Sanchez, a new Chaplain.
The team needs additional members, new or experienced. Please contact the Kairos #53 Leader, Don Ferguson, at
dj_ferguson@usa.net.
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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15 April 1946 — JEAN MARES — 11 July 2012
Last year on 6 March about forty of our Kairos brothers and sisters, especially those of DWCF and Kairos Outside,
gathered in Denver to honor a beloved fellow worker, Jean Mares. She had just retired from her position working with
youth suffering from substance abuse and was about to move back to New York State to be close to family. Last month
we were notified that she has made yet another trip, this time to be with the Lord — and to be greeted by “Well done,
good and faithful servant.”
Jean was born in Iowa, attended high school and college in Illinois, taught elementary school in New York City, and
served as a counselor to students in the Monroe NY area. Along the way she found time to earn a Masters Degree in
Gerontology and become deeply involved in New York State Kairos and, eventually, in the KPMI hierarchy.
In 2000 she moved to the Denver area, became a Drug and Alcohol Counselor with the ROCK program affiliated with
the University of Colorado, and joined in the ongoing efforts to get Kairos started in DWCF. This led to the start of
monthly reunions in March of 2001 and to DWCF Kairos #1 in December 2002, for which Jean was the Rectora (now
called “Leader”). Later she also served as the Facility Liaison.
During this same period, through her work with KPMI, Jean became an enthusiastic supporter of a new branch of the
ministry, Kairos Outside. She kept Colorado posted on KO and eventually organized support for getting it started here.
Not surprisingly, she served as the Leader of Colorado Kairos Outside #1 in November of 2008.
Jean had two sons, Andrew “Drew” Marion and Neil Marion. Following are some excerpts from Neil’s eulogy:
“We remember her as a loving friend, a cherished sister, a devoted aunt and beloved mother & grandmother. Not only
did she bring her gifts of God to her family and friends but to countless number of people in need through her teaching,
counseling and prison ministry. She was the light in their darkness; she was the faith in their distress.
At one point she had offered the following words of wisdom to a niece:
That every life is noted and cherished,
and nothing loved is ever lost or perished.
Keep the faith
Dare to Love
Count Your Blessings
Forgive
Share Your Very Being
Keep People Around
Pray
Be a Spiritual Seeker
Become the Best You
At the end of her life, my mom’s disease left her unable to com-
municate. But when loved ones visited, she would light up and
smile. There was an undeniable twinkle of recognition in her eyes.
She was letting you know she was happy to see you.
      Amazingly enough, through her terrible illness, she remained
thoughtful… she remained faithful… and she remained kind. The
staff at the assisted living facility said she would help people in and
out of their chair during meal time, even though her body was quickly failing on her. And until she lost her ability to write, she wrote daily prayers in a notebook — a notebook I read this past week. Each
day she asked for God’s blessings by writing the following prayer:
      ‘Come, Father God, King Jesus, Holy Spirit, come into these sacred readings. Come into every sacred Moment, into
the healing life of’……and after that was a list of almost 100 names of people she loved.…..most of whom are here to-
day. She did this every day until she lost the ability to write. Her health and mind may have deteriorated but her faith
and heart remained.
Today Drew and I would like to express how proud we are to be her sons, not only for the woman she was, but for the
life she lived. To honor her, I ask today that we act as she would act: think of others (especially those in need), be forgiving, let go of resentments, laugh wholeheartedly, share love freely, keep faith, & honor all the great blessings that God
gives us.”
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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21 June 1922 — PETER TOMASHEK — 4 August 2012
Peter Joseph Tomashek was born in Shawano, Wisconsin, in
1922 and after ninety fruitful years entered eternal rest from Denver earlier this month.
Born into a family of hardworking Czech heritage, Peter early on
became involved in the family cheese making business. The primary product was American cheese, and Peter never could stand
the taste of cheese after that.
In high school he was a member of the band and cherished a
love of music all his life. In 1940 he graduated from high school
and then, shortly after Pearl Harbor, enlisted in the Army. Because of his typing skills, he was selected for various assignments
in the Army where his skills could best be utilized.
For a while Peter lived in Chicago where he met Patricia, who
became his wife in May 1965. They were blessed with two sons —
John and David. Then in 1966 they moved to Colorado where Peter worked until retirement as a casework supervisor for the Denver Department of Social Services. He also was an organist in his
church for twenty years. After retirement he became active in various organizations including the Volunteers of America and the
Cardinal Stafford Library at the Saint Thomas Diocesan Seminary
in Denver, where he was responsible for entering sacramental data into the archives.
Peter and Patricia experienced the Catholic Cursillo movement first in Chicago and later with the Catholic Cursillo
community in Denver. From there Peter became part of the Kairos Prison Ministry, where he served for over twenty
years. He was part of the Colorado Territorial Correctional Facility Kairos team beginning in 1986 and continuing until
he was no longer able to participate due to declining health.
Peter loved a good joke, especially one and two liners. His ability to work with word play was especially notable. Peter
loved his Lord and his Catholic Church. He in turn was loved by the people he touched, especially the prison inmates.
Many times he heard the saying that as Colorado Department of Corrections unpaid volunteers, our compensation
was "out of this world".
Peter, may you be richly blessed for all you did and the many lives you touched and changed.
Submitted by Tom Guidera

23 August 1936 — LORRAINE LOVATO — 27 May 2012
It has been our custom in this newsletter to write a tribute to each of our newly departed team members. We wish to do so for Lorraine but have very little information to go on.
One thing we do know, though, is that she knew deep down inside herself that Kairos was her life calling. No question about it. She heard this call when Kairos was very new in the Women’s prison in Cañon City, and from the begin-
ning regarded each inmate as if she were her own daughter.
She worked these teams faithfully, passionately, year after year, until her health no longer cooperated.
She leaves a precious legacy in many, many hearts. No one will ever know which ones or how many.

THE MEANING OF PRAYER
I tell God what I know He knows in order that I may get to know it as He does (see Matthew 6:8).
It is not true to say that a man learns to pray in calamities, he never does; he calls on God to deliver him, but he does
not pray (see Psalm 107:6,13,19); a man only learns to pray when there is no calamity.
Oswald Chambers
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL
Kairos Prison Ministry is a lay-led Christian ministry which conducts a highly structured program designed
for use in male and female correctional institutions. The Kairos program starts with a weekend event which
allows participants to receive Christ’s love through the servitude of Christian Kairos volunteers. During this
event participants are given the opportunity to experience a spiritual renewal, accepting God’s call to a life of
Christian witness and service to one another during their stay in the institution, and beyond. Participants are
encouraged to establish small, two-to-five-person “Fourth Day” Prayer and Share groups within the institu-
tion. The groups meet regularly to share their lives on a deep spiritual level and to pray for one another, other residents, and staff in the institution.
Kairos is currently in 36 states and nine other countries — Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, South Africa, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Peru. The course materials are available in
English and Spanish. The ministry includes about 30,000 volunteers worldwide.

COLORADO CHAPTER — STATE COMMITTEE
   Chair

International Representative
Vice Chair
Immediate Past Chair
Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
The Reverend
Chaplain

Kevin Condon
Wayne Park
Randy Weldon
Randy Borden
John Parker
RuthMary Lyons
Karen Rayer
Bill Kindel
Joy Maly

303-906-4532
970-577-1483
303-358-2280
303-469-7540
719-332-9233
970-330-6923
719-573-8308
720-255-3768
303-550-9919

kevinpaulcondon@yahoo.com
waynepark@aol.com
randymweldon@gmail.com
rjborden@comcast.net
jparkerrealtor@earthlink.net
rm80620@hotmail.com
kjrayer@gmail.com
kindel@alum.mit.edu
just4joy7@aol.com

970-241-6166
303-469-7540
303-989-0718
303-909-4939
719-548-9102
970-454-2069
970-927-5295

tkbradydc@aol.com
rjborden@comcast.net
ajcastillo49@live.com
angieheid@yahoo.com
weidacr@aol.com
brownbdeyes@gmail.com
jlstrobeck@wildblue.net

719-548-9102

weidacr1@aol.com

Kris Briggs
Tim Brady
Don Bates
Jim Strub
(open)
Jean Yanchek
Glenda Condon

303-665-8476
970-241-6166
720-494-9444
719-634-2821
303-906-4532
719-599-8280
303-377-3580

chaplainkris@hotmail.com
tkbradydc@aol.com
dbates34@comcast.net
jimpegstrub@msn.com

Jack Olafson

719-590-9639

jolafson7@msn.com

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Delta
Denver Women’s
Hudson
Kairos Outside
La Vista Women’s
Limon
Rifle
Sterling
Territorial

Tim Brady
Joan Borden
Tony Castillo
Angie Heid
Ann Weida
Brian Beattie
Lloyd Strobeck
(open)
Chuck Weida

SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Reentry
Agape
Database/Website
Newsletter
Outreach/Recruiting
Security
Training

EX OFFICIO
Chaplain

kevinpaulcondon@yahoo.com
jmbyy@cs.com
ggcondon@gmail.com

The Colorado Chapter of Kairos Prison Ministry International publishes this newsletter bimonthly.
Kairos is a 501(c)(3) ministry. Donations are appreciated and tax-deductible —
by check to P.O.Box 25004, Colorado Springs CO 80936, or electronically by clicking here.
Colorado Kairos Newsletter
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