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"I was in prison and you came to me." Matthew 25:36

—— to all who support Kairos with your prayers, your time, and your donations. We especially want to thank all who'are xe
praying for God's healing miracles for Jackie Martinez and Gene Wilkowski, dedicated Kairos volunteers. Jackie's hung condition is-
1o better, but also no worse — thanks to your prayers. She is on oxygen all the time; still working part time, and still on the lung -
transplant waiting list. Gene had surgery right after Christmas to reinove a rapidly growing brain tumor. - He is having followup.

- radiation treatments, along with recovering from some brain damage from the surgery itself. ‘He's unable to go out by himself yet,

and will really appreciate anyone who can come by (see his phone number in the District Board kist) and take him-out somewheréfor =~

coffee, lunch, 4 ride, a visit..... Praise God -- he continues to be our Territorial Coordinator — the ministry he loves. ' So, friends, .- 7'
please keep on praying. . ' ' - : ' 3

'I_‘]_n_s_.“’]?hankyou‘[isalsoonbehaifofthemany,manyprison”inmateswhoselivesarechangedbytheireﬁcounterswiﬂithc_love'-

of Christ through the ministry of Kairos. We in Colorado are especially touched by local responses such as the following we

received from an inmate in the Fremont Correctionat Facility: "To whom it may concern: T hope that this small donation can help
in some way with the efforts of the Kairos ministries. 1 could never explain how Kairos has touched my life and atteripts ai walking
the Christian walk. Thank you so much." Donations from inmates are rare, and remind us of the widow's pennics which Jesus
praised in Mark 12. See also the inmate's comment in the "Author's note" ot the last page. ' T '

_ YourKaitosofColoradoDistn‘ctBoardisalsoverymuchinneedofandgrateﬁﬂ-foryaurpmyersupptm. As one Board -
_ memberrcmindedusat,ourlastmeeting,-SatanhatesKairbsandWilldoeverythinginhispowertoinmrferewithour'minigtryi But,

: sinee.welmow]emshasthevictory,wealsoknowthatSatancanonlydohisdirtyworkthmughpersonswhounwitﬁn"g}ylisteﬁto

hishsthnhc_msts-me.tuthmuYtoconﬁlseu&'Sowefetvenﬂyaskjroutojoinu_saswepraythatwe‘vwill-allkeépoureyes-on '
Jesus, on His love and purpose in our lives and in this ministry. So, for all your prayers, again we say -——- . _ . -



_ "They are people
whom God loves,
- and we love them,
~ too. They are lonely,
~ broken,and
- disappointed. I can
| be a friend.”

by O. William Cooper

%:old chill shoots down my

spine as the heavy steel gates slam shut
behind me. I'm inside. This is my intro-

duction to 2 Kairos weekend in a Colo- -
- rado Correctional Facility, The experi-
ence is frightening at first, But the joy of

loving and serving on behalf of Jesus
Christ soon replaces the tension.

During the three-day weekend, a 35- - -

member outside team conducts a short

- course in Christianity for 42 insiders at

the facility: A 12-member inside team,

who previously participated in the pro-"

gram, assists the outside team.

There arc two Greck words for time—

“chronos” is time kept on a watch. “Kai-

" ros” is God's time.

The spiritual focus of Kairos is mod-
cled after the three-day denominational

- programs: the Roman Catholic Cursillo,
_ the Lutheran Via DeChnsto, and the -

United Methodist Walk to Emmaus.
None of these programs are prison min-

“istiies.

The short course includes 15 talks —
ten by lay persons, five by clergy. The
participants inside the prison are told

“that the outside group represents the
 Christian faith, but that they will make

no attempt to change them in dny way.

_The promisc is kept. -

Wercturninafew weekstoconductan

all-day training seminar for interested
-insiders. This seminar teaches the insid-
‘ers howto form theix own support groups

and Bible studies.

 Several weeks later a two-day training
retreat is offered: Insiders will learn how
to share their faith. There is a growing
. Chiistian community in each facility we .

serve.

In April, 1 attended a three-day short
course in Christianity. The leader of the
weekend received three letters — one

" from each of three correctional facilities

in the state, Inside each letter was 2
prayer calendar for each hour of this 72-
hour weekend. Twenty-four hours a day
an insider in each of these three facilitics
was on his knees praying for us. They
prayed for us even while we siept! They .
didn't cven know who we were.

. The fact that some in the Kairos com-

munity wear numbers and others do not
becomes incidental. Their fellowshipand
concern has given new meaning to Paul's
message about being grafted into the
family of God. Some of these people
have become like family to me.

" Wefocusonbeing friendsto the fricnd-
less insiders. The outside team- gets to

“knoweach residentbyname. We pray for

each other at the meetings and after we

have left the facility. _
Three months ago my daughter had

beautiful baby girl. The little one had

- problems in the birth process. She spent

the first six weeks of her life in intensive
care. My Christian brothers inside the
walls prayed for little Sarah and our fam-

ily every day during that ordeal. This

bond _of-Christia;i fél__lovéship. isdeepand
meaningful for my family. &= R
" Each morith, we share in worship and

fellowship with interested insiders. A -

different insider prepares each service,

induding singing, a testimony and ade-

votional talk. This gives them good expe-

" ricnce. As theinsidersand outsidersshare
in small groups, we become honestabout - -
our joys and sorrows, We share our
- achievements and failures, greatjoys and



devastating pain. We want them to see
in us appropriate role models, so they
can become role models for each other.

Some knew God only as a term of
profanity in the past.
In the fellowship of

evidence of God's love, and I leave the
results to God. Studies suggest that the
ratio of residents who return to such
facilities, after release, is about 70%. The
same studics also show that the ratio of
return, for residents

insiders and outsiders, who have been deeply
God's love is visible. A firm involved in Kairos, is
Each month, we focus about 15 to 20%.
on a brief passage of handShake, a Some outsiders
Scripture. We talk hug, a hand on have memories of days
about what it means the should they spent inside.
and how it applies to e shoulider They share that with
life both inside and means a lot to the insiders. They're
outside the facility. living proof that you
During the t}?:cc- people who can make it on ):hc
day course, Kairos pro- otherwise feel outside after being an
vides the noon and insider. They are an
evening meals for the abandoned. inspiration for the in-
insiders. Only the best siders who are willing
isgood enough. These to let God have
meals are a taste of home cooking for the His way in their

insiders. They love it! Each outsider
brings at least 60 dozen home-made
cookies. The insiders have all they can
cat all day and then take 2 bag of cookies
back to their “home” to share with
friends.

Each outsider writes each participat-
ing insider a personal letter. That's 35
letters for each insider. For manyitis the
only mail they have reccived during their
imprisonment.

A firm handshake, a hug, 2 hand on
the shoulder means a lot to people who
otherwise feel abandoned. We neverask
“why are you here?” or “how much time
are you doing?” That doesn’t matter.

They are people whom God loves,
and we love them, too. They are lonely,
broken, and disappointed. I can be a
friend. I try to bring hope and cncour-
agement. Atthe close of the shortcourse,
residents have an opportunity tell what
the three days have meant to them.

Some said, “I came for the food and
cookies, but I found Jesus Christ in the
process.” Many say they found a new
direction for their lives. One man startled
me when he said, “I thank God I am in
here, because if | hadn’t come to prison,
1 might never have come to know Jesus
Christ.” Others admit that they enjoyed
the food and the cookics. They know
they can be honest with us.

1 go to the facility to share tangible

care for the residents. Or you could make
the cookies each member of the team
takes on the weekend. Maybe you or your
church group could sponsor a meal at a
cost of about $150 to $250.

Your children’s Sunday School class
can decorate place mats to use at 2 meal.
These are precious to the residents. They
take the place mats off the tables and take
them back to their “home”.

The author of the epistle to the He-
brews wrote, “Remember those in prison
as if you were their fellow prisoners, and
those who are mistreated as if you your-
selves were suffering.” Will you bring
Kairos time, God’s special time, to the
residents in acorrectional facilityin Colo-
rado?

@

lives.

It'snotall excitement and enthu-
siasm. There are timeswhen I think
someone will be different, but I
find out as time passes that they're
not. It's like being in the local
church. I hurt when those disap-
pointments come. I want them to
be made new. I want them to
change.

Part of abiding in Christ is obey-

ing His commands. 1 fail God in
many times and ways. It is an indescrib-
able joy to do something I know He
wants me to do. I get great joy and
satisfaction sharing the Scriptures with
my brothers.

It took a while. I had to learn touse my
eyes. AtfirstIjustsawmenwhohadbeen
hurt, disappointed, deceived, abused, and
brutalized. As anevisit followed another,
1 was soon able to see the face of one who
said, “I wasin prison and you visited me.”

Have you ever considered serving God
in prison? You can! Would you give your
pastor time off to serve? There are facili-
ties in Colorado that we aren’t serving
because we lack the lay people and clergy
to make up the outsiders. Several facili-
ties want us to come, but the personnel
limitations make it impossible.

We need people willing to participate
in these weekend experiences and then
go back monthly to share, encourage and

Bilf Cooper Is a retired minlster. He
lives with his wife, Ruth in Loveland.
Blil keeps busy writing Blble study
courses. teaching seminary classes,
and taking study irips to the Holy
Lond.

Greatness is not found in
possessions, power,
position, or prestige. It
is discovered in
goodness, humility,
service, and character.

ol

This article first.appeared in Chyistian iving magazine, publisher: Larry Goldman, Ft Collins, and is reprinted here by permmssion.
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KAIROS of COLORADO is a Christian prison ministry reaching out to mmates in several Colorado prisons with the Good News
of God's love, forgiveness, and new life available to all who repent of their sin, and submit to Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.
| Our ministry is alf volunteer (no paid staff) and depends entirely on tax-deductible donations to cover expenses. You may use pre-

| addressed envelope for donations and inquiries, or write to address on this newsletter Thank you for your prayers aml support!

1995 CALENDAR

Fremont #25-— Mar16-19  #26 — Sep21-24

Women's #24 — Apr20-23 = #25— Oct 12-15

* Delta #7 — Apil27-30 #8 — Sep28-Octl
Territorial #19 — May25-28  #20-— Nov 16-19

Please put these dates on your calendar now. - This will help
you plan ahead. . There is always a need for team members,
Closing guests, and pray-ers. Contact any Boani member fm
more mformaﬁon _ _

LAST FRIDAY REUNIONS

& ()pentoALL
*  Denver arca
*  Potluck at 6:30
*  Fellowship
*  Witnessing

This Reunion is held in various churches around the metro
area. Call Joe Mares for current location and directions,
Bring friends! Sec you there!

SPIRITUALLYSPEAKIN G — FROM INSIDE

_ -~ Have you ever oons:dcredthechﬂd who becomes lostma
-crowd - how his face fills with anguish and his eyes reflect
 fear, when he realizes he is alone amongst strangers? He
- runs silently in search of his mother. A glimmer of hope
flashes across his face as he recognizes the dress she was -
wearing. As he draws close to the worhan in the dress,
_ dlsappomnnentsetsm,fontlsanotherwhowmrsihesame
dress. Filled with despair, he sits alone, while tears stream
down his rosy checks. He wishes with all his child's might,
thathlsmotherwouldmaglcallyappw Time passes, and
hlshopefadestofearonoemore Just as he has all but given
up,h:smothermchesdownandshpshlsunyﬁ'aﬂhandmto
* the warmth and strength of her own. -

How like that child I find us'to be. We rush madly
through this life, caughtupthecrowdthatchasesaﬁcrthe

things of this world. As the years pass, trinkcts and dreams

* that we have stockpiled along the way fade into yesterday.
Today often seems empty and full of woe, tomorrow
unobtainable. We come to fear our own mortality, as we sit
and watch others of younger years obtain the goals we only
dreamed of. We grasp at the fading threads of our youth,
only to realize it also faded with yesterday. -

It is then that many of us cty out in despair, while tears

stain our withered cheeks. Where did all the time go? Why -

did we waste it on such frivolous things? Yet for those who

know Christ, there is still time. If we have not compietely

¢ toned out the small voice that lives within us. Yes, even now,

we can stretch out our frail human hand, secure that we will
find the strong firm hand of our Father reaching out to grasp
our hand in his. So it is we can become as children once
more through the mercy of His saving grace. The question is:
Will we stop to listen to His voice, or will the noise of the
crowd leave us deaf for all time? :

Author's note: Kairos was an opportunity for me to hear His

+ sweet voice. To learn to stretch out my hand 1o him daily. In

doing so my life has been transformed. I invite you to reach
for His hand today and every day. Thecloscrwewa]]g the
more-distant the crowd becomes: .

- Exoerpts from writinigs by a CWCF -
inmate, published with her permission.

MAKE A FRIEND
- BEAFRIEND

BRING YOUR FRIEND TO. CHRIST




